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The abstract noun “Awqaaf” is the Arabic plural of “Waqf.” The noun “Waqf” simultaneously refers, in common terms, to both the concept of a trust as well as to the buildings, property or items that are conferred to a trust. The “Waqf” is generally defined to imply the provision of items of value by donors who confer the right of usage or the benefit of using the proceeds and profits of particular entities (where the ownership of an item is not conferred to the beneficiaries and the primary donated property is considered to have an independent status) to defined beneficiaries. For example, a person may donate land and some buildings and specify that that property be only utilized to cater for the educational needs of orphans and underprivileged children. Another person may create a Waqf for members of his family who will not inherit from his estate. 

Muslims created trusts from the earliest times of the Islamic era for various purposes. Over a century ago,  a person created a waqf fund to serve the Grand teacher at the Al-Azhar institute by stipulating that if the teacher’s donkey died, broke or injured its leg or could not transport the teacher to the teaching venue, then a another donkey must be purchased for the teacher. This example shows how meager individual resources can also be used to beneficially serve other members of the community.

In our era, and relative to the society we live, a trust is created through a legal process of registration that requires the legal expertise of attorneys and other professionals. Also, depending on the monetary value and nature of the trusts, modern trusts created could also be subject to taxation. Other regular costs which affect a trust is the level of administration fees levied. This must not prevent localized trusts from being created, at primary levels, to serve communal or family needs. The context within which Muslims presently live is not dissimilar to the early Islamic era where basic essentials had to be catered for through a trust creation process.

People resort to various periods as an appropriate period to create a trust. Some opt to create a trust during their lifetime while others opt to establish a trust only after their death from a segment of their estate. Islamic religious law does have certain rules in this regard just as secular law has its own principles in this regard.

Many religious communities pool resources for the religious and community needs. Similarly some members of the Muslim community are attempting to assimilate resources for the development of selected indigent and deprived communities. 

Appropriate charitable institutions could be approached to create, administer and develop trust property. 

