The importance of the thesis or dissertation in the educational experience of the undergraduate or graduate student should not be underestimated. College professors view the dissertation as a cumulative effort: representative of the entirety of the educational experience. The quality of the dissertation is measured on a number of different criteria: including format, consistency, language development, source quality and overall presentation. Even simple errors in this kind of a document can mean the difference between a publishable dissertation and a document quickly dismissed and not given a second look. 

For decades, undergraduate and graduate students have been challenged by the researching and formatting requirements of theses and dissertations. These students have sought the help of inaccessible professors, busy librarians and unskilled research assistants, with varied successes. The most difficult elements of developing a dissertation include understanding the formatting, creating effective bibliographies and collecting and summarizing valuable research documents to provide support for the hypothesis posited in the author's introduction.

The Problem Statement


Pursuing a PhD or creating a solid masters thesis can be difficult processes. For those without access to a variety of resources and resource ideas, the research process alone can take weeks or even months. At the same time, the formatting of sources and the documenting of summarized information is difficult to do correctly. Confusion over the use of parenthetical citations, endnotes, footnotes, APA or MLA styles and standard APA dissertation formats can create difficulties even for the most knowledgeable students. Creating a bibliography that shows the appropriate format and that corresponds with in-text citations is a common issue raised in the process of writing a thesis or dissertation. 

Educators have recognized that the writing process can benefit substantially from the use of examples to assist the learner in creating their own work, especially when a research study must meet a particular format criteria. Learning by example is an emerging technique that focuses on the benefits for undergraduate and graduate students from viewing existing theses or dissertations as models for their own work. The use of model dissertations is a common practice promoted by many educators and helps to demonstrate what is expected and acceptable in the writing of an individual's own thesis or dissertation.

Research Questions / Hypothesis 

1. How can I get help with a thesis or dissertation, when I've never written one before?

2. How can I learn about an APA style dissertation and learn to write one?

3. How can "teaching-by-example" or "learning-by-example" provide me with a good approach to developing the hypothesis of my study?

4. How has technology improved the way "teaching-by-example" occurs?

5. What company provides solid research assistance and examples of thesis and dissertations on a variety of topics?

 The research hypotheses for this study are: H [hypotheses] (1) students can see significant improvements in the quality of their theses and dissertations through the use of examples; and H(2) "teaching by example" is a beneficial technique that is enhanced by the use of technology. 

Literature Review
The Paper Store integrates a variety of different research resources into their example dissertations, for use as tutorial aids in support of the learning process. Mark Alan Stewart (1999), in his book Real A+ Term Papers, provides an overview of the services of The Paper Store and states that the company provides beneficial research assistance and exemplary documents that help students design their own research studies. Stewart's evaluation of The Paper Store promotes the idea that on-line resources and research assistance are beneficial components of the "teaching-by-example" process and are based in a student-motivated approach to the learning process. 

Researchers have stated that both technology and teaching-by-example (also known as "learning-by-example") are beneficial elements in determining the success of learners in higher education. (ETRD, 1994). Markwood and Johnstone (1994), for example, support the use of examples as a new pathway towards educational development, and have also called for the integration of technology. Further, the use of examples through the push for increasing technology in the college setting has also determined a shift in the way educational development is pursued. Clearly, the changing focus of the educational environment promotes the use of technology and variety of learning approaches in order to determine the greatest gains.  

Methodology

The methodology for this study is based on a longitudinal approach to assessing the increasing use of Web-based paper examples from companies like The Paper Store. This design focuses on the responses of a large subject population and determines the perspectives of the subjects on the use of The Paper Store's services for thesis and dissertation assistance.

Rationale for the Study

 The rationale for this study is based on creating a factual representation of a subject population and their use of research, thesis and dissertation example services to assist them in the creation of their own research studies. This longitudinal, quantitative analysis should accomplish three goals: First, it should report the findings of a study of a subject population as well as provide an overview of the current literature and current findings on this subject. Second, it should interpret these facts based on a comparative reading of the sources relative to the experimental outcome. Third, the descriptive research study must analyze the "trends in attitudes, events, and facts in terms of their commonality and potential for prediction" (Smith, 1997, p. 34), supporting the continued use of these types of services in the future

Instruments and Data Collection


The instruments for this study include a Web-based survey, telephone interviews, e-mail statements, referrals and written feedback. The staff at TPS Enterprises collected data as a component of their customer support process, and noted referrals from other customers when they occurred. Documentation included notes regarding the positive aspects of customer support, second purchases (including additional research on the same subject) and the response of customers regarding their own thesis or dissertation writing successes. 

Subject Population


The primary sample population in this study consisted of subjects who were directed to a Web-based survey after having purchased a sample thesis, dissertation or research example paper. In order to effectively delineate the subjects based on possible gender, age or racial biases, demographic considerations for this study included both for the primary subjects, broken down by age, gender,  race, & educational level.

Data Collection


The data collection process occurred over the course of 6 years between May of 1994 - May of 2000. The data collection process continued until enough subjects were evaluated to provide a solid subject population for the study based on a response-based criteria. A total of 60,000 subjects was attained to provide a substantial base for the assertions and to increase the applicability of the findings. The researcher then discussed the findings with a statistician and created a document representing the data in a quantitative format. 

Some 60,000 students cannot be wrong, and the level of satisfaction expressed by the subjects related to their purchase of The Paper Store's research studies supports this paper's initial hypothesis. The use of exemplary theses, dissertations and research studies as educational tools is supported by the current literature. The literature also reflects the fact that educators support the use of "teaching by example," and also suggests that technology has shifted the view of the professors so that a greater responsibility for the learning process is being placed in the hands of students. As Mark Alan Stewart (1999) suggested, many students have had to seek resources for assistance in their writing process, and companies like The Paper Store provide students with a bona fide resource to help them write more solid and comprehensive theses and dissertations. 

 Most students write just one thesis or dissertation during their educational career. How, then, can students get help with writing their dissertations or theses if they have never written one before? Example dissertations are available on-line at sites just like this one and provide a valuable, professional resource for improving the quality of a student's writing. Students also need help with formatting their APA dissertations and professor assistance is not always available. The use of example dissertations is a common practice in colleges and universities and The Paper Store provides this same kind of exemplary work to promote an understanding of APA dissertation formatting.

Have you ever experienced writers’ block, found yourself completely unable to begin a major project, lost trying to find necessary background sources on your subject, or found the APA-style dissertation format daunting? Have you tried, but been unable to get, academic support through your advisor, other professors or even the writing centre? Are you dissatisfied with the level of help you've received? All of these questions point to the need for exemplary assistance through a professional research company like TPS Enterprises via this very website! Regardless of how clearly your professor may have explained their instructions, putting together a properly formatted research document is a difficult process, one that requires the use of examples to better understand the format and content expected in this level of academic writing. 

In the past, professors have promoted the use of other student's dissertations as examples, but student papers are not the best models for achieving academic success. Student models sometimes incorporate mistakes and often fail to provide the student with a quality resource for information on their particular research topic. Through this website, The Paper Store provides the kind of quality research examples that can benefit students in creating their own dissertations, and past trends support the fact that The Paper Store will continue to grow as a top resource for educational research support and example thesis or dissertation studies... 
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